
BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE

In the Matter of:

MISSISSIPPI MORTUARY SERVICES, INC.
AND THOMAS POWELL, IN HIS CAPACITY
AS LICENSEE IN CIIARGE OF MISSISSIPPI
MORTUARY SER\aICES, INC.

No.436133673

STIPULATIONAND CONSENTORDER

NOW COME, the Mississippi State Board of Funeral Service ("Board") and Thomas
Powell, individually, and in his capacity as Licensee in Charge of Mississippi Morh:ary Services,
Inc, and agrees and stipulates as follows:

FINDINGS OF'FACT

The parties hereby acknowledge and admit the following facts, which are found to be
established by clear and convincing evidence:

1. The Board is charged with administering and enforcing the provisions ofTitle 73,
chapter 11 of the Mississippi code of 1972, as amended, and the Rules and Regulations of the
Board, 30 MIss. ADMTN. cooE Pr. 2401, which govern funeral establishments and the business
and practices of fi.rneral service and frrneral directing.

2. Mississippi Mortuary Services, Inc. ("MMSI") is the holder of a license number
FE-0659 issued by the Board and, therefore, is subject to Title 73, chapter ll ofthe Mississippi
Code of 1972, as amended.

3. At ail relevant times, Thomas Powell ("Powell") is/was the licensee in charge of,
funeral director, and/or individual responsible for MMSI, holding license number FS-0373 issued
by the Board. Accordingly, he is subject to Title 73, Chapter I I of the Mississippi Code of 19'12,
as amended.

4. At all relevant times following this paragraph, MMSI and Powell are now referred
to as "Respondenls."

UNDERSTANDINGS

1. By entering this Stipulation and Consent Order, the Respondents waive any defect
in the proceedings before the Board and any fi.rther right to notice and hearing under Title 73,
Chapter 11 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended, or any other goveming laws, rules and
regulations.
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2. Respondents acknowledge that they are voluntarily and knov/ingly agreeing to this
Stipulation and Consent Order with the Board. Respondents had the opportunity at all times to be
represented by legal counsel and to obtain advice from competent counsel of Respondents' choice
as to this Stipulation and Consent Order. No coercion has been exerted upon Respondents nor have
any promises been made other than those reflected in this Stipulation and Consent Order.
Respondents have freely and voluntarily entered into this Stipulation and Consent Order after the
opporffirity to consult with legal counsel.

3. Respondents expressly waive their right to a contested hearing before the Board
and all further procedural steps and expressly waive all rights to seek judicial review of or to
otherwise challenge or contest the validity of any action taken by the Board and/or its
representative(s) in this matter, the Stipulation and Consent Order and,/or penalty imposed by the
Board.

4. Respondents understand that this Stipulation and Consent Order is subject to the
approval of the Board and shall have no force and effect unless and until signed on behalf of the
Board. Respondents agree and authorize the Board staff and,/or legal counsel to present this
Stipulation and Consent Order to the Board for approval ofthe terms provided herein. Should this
Stipulation and Consent Order not be entered by the Board, Respondents agree that the
presentation to and consideration of the Stipulation and Consent Order by the Board shall not
unfairly or itlegally prejudice the Board or any of its members from fi-rther participation in the
resolution of these proceedings, hcluding serving as arbiter in any hearing regarding the
Respondents by having considered this matter. Similarly, if this Stipulation and Consent Order is
not accepted, Respondents will be free to defend themselves in a formal hearing before the Board
and no admissions or inferences will be made from Respondents; willingness to have entered into
this Stipulation and Consent Order.

In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the Board makes the
following:

1. The Board has jurisdiction over the Respondents and the subject matter in this case
pursuant to Sections 73-11-49 and 73-11-57 ofthe Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended.r Venue
is likewise properly placed before the Board to consider this matter in Flowood, Rankin County,
Mississippi.

t Unless indicated otherwise, all statutory references are to the Mississippi Code of 1972,
as amended.
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5. Respondents reviewed this entire document and agreed that this Stipulation and
Consent Order contain the entire agreement between Respondents and the Board, there being no
otler agreement of any kind, verbal or otherwise, which varies the terms of this Stipulation and
Consent Order. Respondents also agree that this Stipulation and Consent Order is a Final Order of
the Board.

6. It is the desire of Respondents to settle this matter. As such, Respondents stipulate
and agree to &e terms herein.

CONCLUSIONS OFLAW



2. All substantive and procedural requirements under law have been met by the Board
This matter is, therefore, properly before the Board.

3. The Board is authorized by Mrss. CoDEANN. Section 73-11-49 to adopt such nrles
and regulations as it finds necessary for the licensure and regulation ofthe business and practices
of funeral directing and funeral service.

4. Upon a finding that Respondents are guilty ofany ofthe acts set forth under MIss.
CODE AI.IN. Section 73-11-57, the Board is authorized to refuse to issue or renew any license,
suspend a license, place a license on probation, impose a monetary penalty and/or take any other
action as the Board deems proper in relation to a license.

5. Having considered all ofthe evidence, including the Respondents' admissions and
representations in this matter, the Board finds that clear and convincing evidence exists to support
disciplinary action against the Respondents.

6. On or about August 10, 2025, Decell Watts ("the Deceased") died at UMMC in
Jackson, Mississippi. Mary Grant, the Deceased's daughter, contacted MMSI to arrange direct
cremation services.

7. On or about August 12, 2025, MNy Grant executed a "Cremation Authorization
and Release" form with Central Mississippi Crematory, Inc. authorizing the cremation of the
Deceased. Mary Grant identified her relationship to the Deceased as "daughter," and the form
listed MMSI as the firneral home. Powell executed the form in his capacity as funeral director. The
total listed cost for services was $ 1,392.00. MMSI issued Mary Grant an invoice stamped "PAID"
dated August 18,2025, for the cremation ofthe Deceased.

8. While at MMSI on August 12, 2025, completing the necessary paperwork, Mary
Grant informed MMSI staff that Tammy Sibley was the stepchild of the Deceased and was not
authorized to sign or act on his behalf. During this time, Mary Grant inquired about the cost of
keepsake ums and jewelry. She was advised by MMSI staffthat she could puchase keepsake items
independently, but that a $25.00 fee would be charged by MMSI to fiIl such items if they were not
purchased through MMSL MaTy Grant acknowledged and agreed to this arrangement and
requested that four small portions of the cremated remains be placed into separate bags for that
purpose.

9. On or about Augusl14,2025, MMSI received a package from Amazon bearing the
Deceased's name, containing necklaces designed to hold cremated remains. On August 15,2025,
Tammy Sibley and another woman arrived at MMSI and paid $75.00 for the fitling of the necklaces
and for two certified death certificates.

10. On August 15,2025, ttre Deceased's body was picked up by MMSI. The Deceased
was cremated at approximately 4:19 a.m. on August 18,2025. That same day, MMSI filled the
necklaces with the cremated remains. Later that moming, Tammy Sibley and another woman
retumed to MMSI to pick up the necklaces. MMSI initially informed the women that Mary Grant,
as the Deceased's legal next of kin, would need to collect the necklaces and distribute them. MMSI
was advised by the women that Mary Grant had a twin sister. Without Mary Grant's authoriation
or consent, MMSI released the cremains filled necklaces to individuals other than Mary Grant and
subsequently informed Mary Grant, upon her retrieval of the cremated remains later that day, that
the necklaces had been given by MMSI to her twin sister.
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11. By releasing and/or distributing Mr. Decell Watts' cremated remains to Tammy
Siblley and ano ter woman [Margaret Grant], individuals who were not legally entitled to control
the disposition of the remains and without obtaining prior written consent of Mary Grant, the
person authorized by law to control such disposition, MMSI is in violation of Mrss. CoDE ANN.
Section 73-11-71(2).

Respondents agree and consent, and the Board finds and concludes that the following is
the just and appropriate disposition under the circumstances of this case.

sTIPULATED DISPOSITION

IT IS HERXBY ORDERED that Respondents are hereby assessed a monetary penalty in
the amount ofFive Hrurdred Dollars ($500.00) for the violation cited herein. The monetary penalty
must be paid by money order or certified or cashier's check, payable to the Mississippi State Board
of Funeral Service. Respondents shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of the
monetary penalty.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that any money paid by Respondents shall be deemed
received by the Board when noted in the Board's record by Board staff. Further, any
correspondence, report, or documentation from or for the Respondents shall be deemed received
by the Board when the Board's date-stamp is affrxed to the correspondence. The monetary penalty,
costs, fees and/or other report or documentation required by this Final Order shall be delivered to:
Della Smith, Executive Director, Mississippi State Board of Funeral Service, 3010 Lakeland Cove,
Suite W, Flowood, Mississippi 39232-9709.

FURTHER ORDERED that Respondents shall comply with the terms of this Stipulation
and Consent Order and all state and federal statutes and regulations conceming the operation of
fiineral establishments a.nd the practices or business of {irreral directing and funeral service.
Failure to do so shall constitute a violation ofthis Order. The burden ofprooffor any action brought
against the Respondents as a result of a breach of the conditions of this Stipulation and Consent
Order shall be on the Respondents to demonstate compliance with this Order.

FURTHER ORDERED that it is Respondents' responsibility to ensure all payments,
required to be filed with the Board pursuant to this Final Order are timely filed with the Board.
Failure to make payments or file reports on or before their due date is a violation of this Order.

FURTHER ORDERED that the Respondents and the Board fully understand that this
Stipulation and Consent Order will in no way preclude additional proceedings by the Board against
the Respondents for acts or omissions not related to the facts set forth hereinabove.

FURTHER ORDERED that this Stipulation and Consent Order is conclusive evidence of
the matters described herein and may be considered by the Board in determining appropriate
sanctions in the event of subsequent violation by the Respondents.
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FURTHER ORDERED that if Respondents fail to comply with the laws and regulations
goveming the operation of funeral establishments and/or the practice or business of funeral
directing and/or funeral service and./or with any terms or conditions of this Stipulation and Consent
Order, the Respondents may be subject to additional disciplinary action, up to and including license
revocation, by the Board.



Upon execution of this Stipulation and Consent Order by affixing the Board authorized
signature below, the provisions ofthis Stipulation and Consent Order shall become the Final Order
of the Board.

sooRDEREDthisthez?L day of A, -, N 2026.-t

MISSISSPPI STATE BOARD
OF ERAL SERVICE

By:
Nicholas Mali Chair
for and on behalfofthe Board

APPROVED FOR ENTRY:

The undersigned parties hereby stipulate and swear that they have read the foregoing
Stipulation and Consent Order and agrees to its terms and conditions as provided above.

Tomm well, Individually and asv o
Licensee in Charge of Mississippi
Mortuary Services, Inc.

Date
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FURTHER ORDERED that this action and order of the Board shall be public record. It
may be shared with other licensing boards (in- and out-of-state) and the public and may be reported
to the appropriate entities as required or authorized by state and/or federal law or guidelines. This
action shall be spread upon the Minutes of the Board as its official act and deed.

t
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aforesaid, the within
above and foregoing

My Commission Expires

**'';

ti*l:ffi

tlla,u*l.prr^,

Personally, appeared befo me, the undersigned authori ty, in and for the jurisdiction
who acknowledged before me that he signed the

on the day and year therein mentioned.

Swom to, and subscribed before me, tms the 4 9a a ay of lyP^aA 2026

MT@PUBLrc
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